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This guide provides a comprehensive introduction 
to the fascinating world of marine liability 
insurance. It focuses in particular on the services 
provided by the members of the International 
Group of P&I Clubs, who mutually insure over 
90% of the world's ocean-going fleet of merchant 
shipping tonnage. The guide also introduces the 
key international conventions and regulations 
governing international shipping practice as well 
as the all-important topic of maritime loss-
prevention. Mutual shipowners' liability clubs 
originated in England in the nineteenth century 
and this guide is written and published by the 
world's first combined protection and indemnity 
club – North of England P&I Association. Formed 
in 1886, the club is now widely regarded as one 
of the most successful. This guide is intended as 
a standalone publication for anyone wishing to 
get a basic grounding in P&I insurance and loss 
prevention. It also serves as the main reference 
book for North of England's long-established 
training course on the topic. 

North of England P&I Association, with 
offices in the UK, Hong Kong, Greece and 
Singapore, is one of the leading international 
mutual marine liability insurers with over 
80 million GT of entered tonnage. The 
Association has developed a world-wide 
reputation for the quality and diversity of its 
loss-prevention initiatives, which include 
this series of loss-prevention guides.

North of England's unique training course 
in P&I insurance and loss prevention 
provides a comprehensive introduction 
to marine liability insurance and lays a 
solid foundation to many other aspects of 
maritime law. The course is suitable for 
ship and shore staff of shipping companies, 
P&I club and correspondent staff, lawyers, 
surveyors and consultants. Each student can 
complete the course at their own pace and 
benefits from the support of a personal tutor 
throughout their studies. Students enrolling 
on the course receive a copy of this guide, 
a companion course workbook and all other 
supporting material required to complete 
the course.
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Rules referred to in the text
Although based on the P&I insurance cover provided by North of England, this guide is 
intended for general use and does not necessarily need to be read in conjunction with 
specific P&I club rules. However, when used in conjunction with North of England’s 
training course in P&I insurance and loss prevention, it will be useful for students to refer 
to North of England rules. To assist such students and other readers, the relevant North 
of England P&I class rules are noted for reference throughout the guide. Similarly, the 
relevant North of England FD&D class and Marine Shipping Mutual Insurance Company 
(MSMI) rules are noted in the sections describing FD&D cover and hull and machinery 
cover respectively. Whenever such reference is made, the current published North of 
England or MSMI rules should be taken as the definitive version.

Disclaimer
The purpose of this guide is to provide a source of information which is additional 
to that available to the maritime industry from regulatory, advisory and consultative 
organisations. Whilst care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information, no warranty 
of accuracy is given and users of that information are expected to satisfy themselves that 
the information is relevant and suitable for the purposes to which it is applied. In no 
circumstances whatsoever shall the authors or North of England P&I Association be liable 
to any person whatsoever for any loss or damage whensoever or howsoever arising out of or 
in connection with the supply (including negligent supply) or use of this information. The 
legal principles contained in the guide are based on English law.
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